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Senator Wright, Penny asked: 
 
How many people in Australia will qualify for an NDIS package as a result of their mental 
illness?   
 
Answer: 
 
The Productivity Commission estimated there would be 57,000 people with a mental illness 
who would need an individually funded support package from the NDIS in order to live 
independently in the community.   
 
This estimate was derived from work undertaken in 2010 by the then Department of Health 
and Aging to estimate the number of adults, aged 18 to 64 years, with severe and persistent 
mental illness, who have complex support needs requiring the involvement of multiple 
agencies.   
 
The Productivity Commission figures are still used as the most accurate estimates of the 
anticipated mental health cohort.   


